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centre of cold climate information was an essential element in 
defence strategy was responsible for the Institute’s receipt of a 
Treasury grant-in-aid after the war. This, added to other 
outside grants from various Commonwealth governments, led 
to a growing professionalism in the post-war years and to the 
appointment of a nucleus of full-time research staff. In 1957 
the Institute was absorbed into the University of Cambridge as 
a sub-department within the Department of Geography, witha 
full-time director supported by an advisory committee 
composed of representatives from various key Government 
bodies the University and the Learned Societies. For a time 
scientific research was seriously impeded by a lack of 
laboratory and other facilities until a substantial grant from 
the Ford Foundation enabled a major extension to be added to 
the original building in the 1960’s, more than doubling its size 
and equipping it with the laboratory and cold rooms essential 
to modern polar research. During the past ten years the 
Institute has come to play a significant role in polar studies at 
an international level and its recently acquired status of a full- 
blown department within the University reflects the esteem in 
which it is now held. With a polar library and information 
service that is unrivalled the Scott Polar Research Institute is 

uniquely placed not only to pursue research but also to carry 
out a wide range of teaching functions both at undergraduate 
and post-graduate level. Students from as far distant places as 
Alaska and Australia have in recent years been attending the 
Institute’s one-year course of broad-based polar studies 
leading to a diploma (now an M.Phil.). 

Cooperation with other polar organizations was an essential 
element in Frank Debenham’s original plans for a polar 
institute, and no better example of this can be found than the 
close links that have existed between the Scott Polar Research 
Institute and the British Antarctic Survey. The Survey began 
life as ‘Operation Tabarin’, a war-time naval operation 
launched in 1943 to establish permanent bases in the South 
Orkney and the South Shetland Islands in order to forestall 
possible occupation by the Germans. The following year 
scientific stations were established, and in 1945 the operation 

4] 
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th

 
al
l 

th
e 

sy
mb

io
ti

c 
ad

va
nt

ag
es

 
of
 

pr
ox
im
it
y 

to
 

th
e 

Sc
ot
t 

Po
la
r 

Re
se
ar
ch
 

In
st

it
ut

e,
 

se
em
ed
 

th
e 

ob
vi

ou
s 

pl
ac
e.
 

In
 

M
a
y
 

19
76
 

th
e 

ne
w 

bu
il

di
ng

s 
on
 

th
e 

Ma
di

ng
le

y 
R
o
a
d
 

we
re
 

of
fi

ci
al

ly
 

op
en
ed
 

by
 

H.
R.
H.
 

th
e 

D
u
k
e
 

of
 

Ed
in
bu
rg
h.
 

Th
e 

pr
es

en
ce

 
of

 
th
es
e 

tw
o 

ma
jo

r 
po
la
r 

re
se
ar
ch
 

es
ta
bl
is
hm
en
ts
 

in
 

Ca
mb
ri
dg
e 

ha
s 

pr
ov
ed
 

to
 

be
 

mu
tu

al
ly

 
be

ne
fi

ci
al

 
in

 
ev
er
y 

wa
y.

 
Th
e 

In
st

it
ut

e’
s 

un
iq
ue
 

li
br
ar
y 

re
so
ur
ce
s 

ha
ve
 

be
en

 
in
 

co
ns
ta
nt
 

us
e 

by
 

sc
ie

nt
is

ts
 

fr
om

 
th

e 
Su

rv
ey

 
wh

il
e 

st
af
f 

fr
om
 

th
e 

Su
rv
ey
 

ha
ve

 
co

nt
ri

bu
te

d 
ex
te
ns
iv
el
y 

to
 

th
e 

In
st
it
ut
e’
s 

D
i
p
l
o
m
a
 

co
ur
se
 

in
 

po
la
r 

st
ud

ie
s.

 
So

 
it
 

is
 

th
at

 
sc
ie
nt
if
ic
 

re
se

ar
ch

 
on
 

th
e 

po
la
r 

re
gi
on
s 

ha
s 

ev
ol

ve
d 

in
 

C
a
m
b
r
i
d
g
e
 

gr
ad

ua
ll

y 
ov

er
 

m
a
n
y
 

ye
ar

s 
nu
rt
ur
ed
 

by
 

a 
ha

nd
fu

l 
of

 
po

la
r 

ve
te
ra
ns
, 

al
l 

cl
os

el
y 

as
so

ci
at

ed
 

wi
th

 
th

e 
Un
iv
er
si
ty
. 

Bu
t 

wh
at
 

is
 

th
e 

na
tu

re
 

of
 

th
is
 

re
se

ar
ch

 
on

 
th

es
e 

di
st
an
t 

an
d 

li
tt

le
 

k
n
o
w
n
 

re
gi
on
s 

an
d 

wh
at
 

is
 

it
s 

si
gn

if
ic

an
ce

 
to
 

th
e 

m
a
n
 

in
 

th
e 

st
re

et
, 

w
h
o
 

w
h
e
n
 

al
l 

th
is
 

is
 

sa
id

 
an
d 

do
ne

, 
is
 

as
ke
d 

to
 

fo
ot

 
th
e 

bi
ll

? 
Th
e 

Un
it

ed
 

K
i
n
g
d
o
m
 

ha
s 

be
en

 
in

te
re

st
ed

 
in
 

An
ta
rc
ti
c 

sc
ie

nc
e 

si
nc

e 
th

e 
da

ys
 

wh
en

 
Ca

pt
ai

n 
Ja
me
s~
 

Co
ok

’ 
fi

rs
t 
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pr
ed
ic
te
d 

th
e 

ex
is
te
nc
e 

of
 

An
ta
rc
ti
ca
 

on
 

hi
s 

fa
mo
us
 

ci
rc
um
na
vi
ga
ti
on
 

in
 

so
ut
he
rn
 

hi
gh
 

la
tt
it
ud
es
 

of
 

17
72

-7
5,

 
T
o
d
a
y
 

An
ta
rc
ti
ca
, 

a 
lo
ft
y 

ic
e-

co
ve

re
d 

co
nt
in
en
t 

of
 

so
me
 

51
/2
 

mi
ll
io
n 

sq
ua
re
 

mi
le
s 

in
 

ar
ea
, 

an
d 

ce
nt
re
d 

ap
pr
ox
im
at
el
y 

on
 

th
e 

S
o
u
t
h
 

Po
le
, 

ma
ke
s 

a 
un
iq
ue
 

op
en
-a
ir
 

la
bo
ra
to
ry
 

fo
r 

th
e 

st
ud
y 

of
 

wo
rl
d 

w
e
a
t
h
e
r
 

sy
st
em
s 

an
d 

cl
im
at
e,
 

th
e 

na
tu
re
 

of
 

th
e 

au
ro
ra
, 

th
e 

ca
us
es
 

of
 

ic
e 

ag
es
, 

th
e 

dr
if
ti
ng
 

of
 

co
nt
in
en
ts
 

an
d 

th
e 

st
ud
y 

of
 

po
la
r 

ic
e 

sh
ee
ts
. 

Th
e 

Br
it
is
h 

An
ta
rc
ti
c 

Su
rv
ey
 

su
pp
or
ts
 

an
 

A
t
m
o
s
p
h
e
r
i
c
 

Sc
ie
nc
es
 

Di
vi
si
on
 

an
d 

an
 

Ea
rt
h 

Sc
ie
nc
es
 

Di
vi
si
on
 

wh
os
e 

jo
b 

it
 

is
 

to
 

ca
rr
y 

ou
t 

co
nt
in
uo
us
 

st
ud

ie
s 

on
 

th
es
e 

an
d 

ot
he
r 

pr
ob
le
ms
. 

Pe
rh
ap
s 

of
 

mo
re
 

im
me
di
at
e 

in
te
re
st
 

to
 

th
e 

ge
ne
ra
l 

pu
bl
ic
 

ar
e 

th
e 

ri
ch
 

re
so
ur
ce
s 

of
 

An
ta
rc
ti
ca
’s
 

s
u
r
r
o
u
n
d
i
n
g
 

S
o
u
t
h
e
r
n
 

O
c
e
a
n
 

wh
ic
h,
 

de
sp
it
e 

th
e 

ic
e 

wh
ic
h 

la
rg
el
y 

co
ve
rs
 

it
, 

is
 

im
me
ns
el
y 

ri
ch
 

in
 

pl
an
kt
on
 

- 
ti
ny
 

an
im
al
 

an
d 

pl
an
t 

li
fe
 

wh
ic
h 

fo
rm
 

th
e 

pr
in
ci
pl
e 

fo
od
 

of
 

wh
al
es
 

an
d 

ce
rt
ai
n 

se
al
s 

an
d 

bi
rd
s.
 

Wi
th
 

th
e 

di
mi
nu
ti
on
 

of
 

wh
al
es
, 

du
e 

to
 

ov
er
fi
sh
in
g,
 

th
er
e 

is
 

in
 

pl
an
kt
on
 

a
 

po
te
nt
ia
l 

so
ur
ce
 

of
 

pr
ot
ei
n 

fo
r 

th
e 

fe
ed
in
g 

of
 

th
e 

wo
rl
d’
s 

ev
er
 

gr
ow
in
g 

po
pu
la
ti
on
. 

Th
e 

c
o
m
p
l
e
x
 

bu
si
ne
ss
 

of
 

de
te
rm
in
g 

th
e 

pr
op
er
 

ba
la
nc
e 

be
tw
ee
n 

wh
at
 

m
a
n
 

m
a
y
 

pr
op
er
ly
 

ex
tr
ac
t 

fr
om
 

th
e 

An
ta
rc
ti
c 

se
as
 

wi
th
ou
t 

up
se
tt
in
g 

th
e 

de
li
ca
te
 

ba
la
nc
e 

of
 

na
tu
re
 

is
 

of
 

im
me
di
at
e 

co
nc
er
n 

to
 

th
e 

Su
rv
ey
’s
 

Li
fe
 

Sc
ie
nc
e 

Di
vi
si
on
. 

Wh
il
e 

th
e 

Br
it
is
h 

An
ta
rc
ti
c 

Su
rv
ey
 

em
pl
oy
s 

in
 

th
e 

re
gi
on
 

of
 

15
0 

sc
ie
nt
if
ic
 

st
af
f 

an
d 

au
xi
li
ar
ie
s 

on
 

ma
in
ta
in
in
g 

it
s 

in
ve
st
ig
at
io
ns
 

in
 

th
e 

fa
r 

so
ut
h,
 

re
se
ar
ch
 

at
 

th
e 

Sc
ot
t 

Po
la
r 

Re
se
ar
ch
 

In
st
it
ut
e 

is
 

ca
rr

ie
d 

ou
t 

on
 

a 
co
mp
ar
at
iv
el
y 

sm
al
l 

sc
al
e 

an
d 

la
rg
el
y 

re
fl

ec
ts

 
th
e 

sp
ec
ia
li
st
 

in
te
re
st
 

of
 

it
s 

se
ni
or
 

me
mb
er
s.
 

It
 

te
nd
s,
 

as
 

be
fi
ts
 

a 
un
iv
er
si
ty
 

co
nt
ex
t,
 

to
 

be
 

ti
me
ly
 

an
d 

lo
gi

st
ic

 
fi
el
d 

su
pp
or
t.
 

Ty
pi
ca
l 

of
 

th
is
 

ty
pe
 

of
 

or
ig
in
at
in
g 

re
se
ar
ch
 

ar
e 

th
e 

ra
di
o-
ec
ho
 

st
ud
ie
s 

ca
rr
ie
d 

ou
t 

un
de
r 

th
e 

ge
ne
ra
l 

di
re
ct
io
n 

of
 

th
e 

Di
re
ct
or
, 

Dr
 

G
o
r
d
o
n
 

Ro
bi
n,
 

ov
er
 

th
e 

pa
st
 

15
 

ye
ar

s,
 

us
in
g 

a 
sp
ec
ia
l 

ra
da
r 

so
un
de
r,
 

de
ve
lo
pe
d 

in
 

st
ag

es
 

at
 

th
e 

In
st
it
ut
e,
 

fo
r 

s
o
u
n
d
i
n
g
 

th
e 

pr
op
er
ti
es
 

of
 

th
e 

po
la
r 

ic
e 

sh
ee
ts
, 

su
ch
 

as
 

th
os
e 

of
 

An
ta
rc
ti
ca
 

an
d 

Gr
ee
nl
an
d,
 

in
cl
ud
in
g 

th
ei
r 

de
pt
h,
 

st
ru
ct
ur
e 

an
d 

th
e 

na
tu
re
 

o
f
 

t
h
e
 

te
rr
ai
n 

un
de
rl
yi
ng
 

th
em
. 

Wi
th
 

th
e 

co
op
er
at
io
n 

of
 

th
e 

Un
it
ed
 

St
at
es
 

Na
ti
on
al
 

Sc
ie
nc
e 

Fo
un
da
ti
on
 

In
st
it
ut
e 

te
am
s 

ha
ve
 

co
mp
le
te
d 

ra
di
o 

ec
ho
 

so
un
di
ng
 

tr
av
er
se
s 

ov
er
 

5
0
%
 

of
 

An
ta
rc
ti
ca
, 

an
d 

sy
nt
he
si
s 

of
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